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was an officer of the highest merit, and promotion had
to him very quickly ; but he was struck in the head wheia.
visiting the skirmishers of his regiment on the banks of the
Svolna, and his career was cut short. He was dying wheaa.
I saw him on a stretcher carried by the pioneers. He knew
me, and, pressing my hand, said how sorry he was to see ou:r
corps led in such poor style. That very evening the unfor-
tunate colonel breathed his last. His dying words were only
too well-founded; for our chief seemed to act with neither
method nor plan. After a success he would pursue Witt-
genstein without heeding any obstacle, and spoke of nothing-
but driving him to St. Petersburg. But at the least check:
lie would quickly retreat, and see an enemy everywhere. 1-fo
was under this latter impression that he brought his troops
back under the walls of Polotsk, much annoyed as they were
-at being thus made to retreat before the Russians, whom.
they had beaten in almost every encounter.

On August 15, the Emperor's fdte day, the 2nd army*
corps arrived, in very low spirits, at Polotsk, where we found
the 6th corps, formed by two fine Bavarian divisions, under
General Wrede, and commanded in chief by a French general,
Goution Saint-Cyr. The Emperor had sent this reinforce-
ment of 8,000 to 10,000 men to Marshal Oudinot, wKo
would have received it with more satisfaction if he had not
dreaded the influence of its leader. Saint-Cyr was, indeed,
one of the most able soldiers in Europe ; a contemporary an.cl
rival of Moreau, Hoche, Kleber, and Desaix, he had com-
manded successfully a wing of the Army of the Ehine at a,
time when Oudinot was colonel, or at most major-general.
I never knew anyone handle troops in battle better thaxx
Saint-Cyr. He was the son of a small landowner at Toul,
and had studied for a civil engineer ; but, disliking this pro-
fession, he became an actor in Paris, and it was he wKo
.created the famous part of Robert, the brigand chief, at tiie
TliMtre de la Cite. The revolution of 1789 found him in this
position ; he entered a volunteer battalion, showed talent}
and much courage, and very quickly rose to the rank oF
lieutenant-general, and distinguished himself by manyh  Chasseurs, which only got four decorations,ade by the picked troops, consisting of the most season!
